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The ATC Political Team would like to thank our mem-

bers for coming forward and volunteering their time to 

assist with ATC's election activities. 

 

The ATC Political Team and volunteers worked in a well 

coordinated fashion, working closely with candidates 

from more than 30 electorates representing all major 

parties across the country (out of the total of 150). 

This was a tremendous effort and we believe this was the 

first such activity to have been carried out by the Austral-

ian Tamil Community in such a large and coordinated 

manner.   

  

The ATC Political team nationally attended several meet-

ings with new candidates to discuss the issues that were 

most important to us. For several new candidates, the 

severity of the Tamil people‘s plight was not known until 

then. ATC representatives also met and worked closely 

with several candidates who have been supportive and 

sympathetic towards our issues. The ATC Political Team 

election  document and the ATC Blueprint for a peaceful 

Sri Lanka were handed at the meetings, and the candi-

dates appreciated  the value of these documents, which 

provided a good brief on the history of our struggle and 

our expectations from them.  

  

We as ATC members can be proud to have made such a 

collective effort and impact on lobbying our concerns at 

this critical time in the Australian politics and it is our sin-

cere belief that this effort will bear fruit in the new parlia-

ment by having more voices to support us. This is also a 

testament that if all of us can work together we can go a 

long way in articulating the concerns of  the voiceless peo-

ple still undergoing immense hardships back in the Tamil 

homeland. 
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The Globe and Mail – Tamils of a different stripe 

The Tigers are history and Sri Lanka‟s ethnic minor-

ity remains under the government‟s thumb. Think 

about it – who wants to portray the boat people as a 

security threat? 

As the debate about Tamil boat people plays out, Cana-

dians might ask themselves, ―In whose interest?‖ Who 

has muddied the debate with suggestions that the boats 

are filled with criminals and terrorists, and why? Again, 

why all the fuss over an insignificant number of people, 

when Canada does not have a boat-people problem of 

the magnitude of Australia‘s? Government of Sri Lanka 

warnings that Tamil boat people are a threat to Canada‘s 

interests are calculated to provoke the kind of public re-

sponse seen in recent weeks. 

Canadians are right to be concerned about the security of 

their borders. Globalized terrorism is a threat to Canadi-

ans, as it is to Australians. And national identities are a 

precious commodity. In an unsteady world, and with a 

rising backlash in Europe directed at Muslim immigration, 

both Canadian and Australian governments are obliged to 

soothe these concerns, with measured immigration and 

refugee intakes. Both countries need strong border pro-

tection policies that deter human smuggling and provide a 

sense of security to their citizens. Somehow a balance 

must be struck with our international obligations. More 

 

Former UN spokesman calls SL gov bluff   

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/tamils-of-a-different-stripe/article1688200/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/tamils-of-a-different-stripe/article1688200/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/TamilJustice/~3/Gi39qqJLFUo/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
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Queensland Chapter Report 

25th July – Integration function for the new arrivals 
with the Brisbane Tamil and wider Community  
 
The Australian Tamil Congress, QLD Chapter initiated 
this function as part of integrating the new arrivals 
with rest of the community. The universal sport of 
soccer was used as the focal point for this event which 
was attended by more than 75 local Tamils including 
youths and other community members. ABC-TV crew 
filmed the event and also interviewed some of the new 
comers as part of their documentary on ‗Tamil Refu-
gee Story‘, which is yet to be aired.  
The event at the Centenary State High School, Jindalee 
oval concluded with a BBQ. Food was also provided 
by the new comers, which was enjoyed by all. The 
event provided opportunity for interaction between all 
who participated and laid the foundation for the men-
toring project  

 
 
31st July – Wayne Swan MP‟s campaign launch 
 
ATC members participated in Treasurer‘s election 
launch and supported the event and follow-up cam-
paigns – letter box and door knocking as part of the 
campaign team. ATC members also participated on the 
Election Day (21st August) helping the voters ‗how to 
vote‘ and subsequent celebration function on that 
night. 
 
2nd August – Tamil for Green 
 
As part of the Campaign ATC QLD chapter invited ex
-Senator Andrew Bartlett (candidate for the seat of 
Brisbane) and Larissa Waters (lead senate candidate for 
QLD). We extended our support and discussed the 
asylum seeker and human rights issues. They said will 
take active stand on these issues in the future parlia-
ment where they will control the balance of power. 

 
9th August – Kerry Rae MP‟s Office 
 
A team of ATC members and local representation went 
and met Kerry at her office as part of our election support. 
Kerry being the Chair of the Human Rights Sub-
Committee, we requested her for pro active role on our 
issues and on ALP standing and support for the UN HR 
Inquiry on SriLanka. 
 
10th August – Senator Mark Furner, QLD Senator 
 

As part of ALP campaign for David Smith (Senate candi-

date) and Fiona McNamara (for Dickson electorate) Sen 

Mark visited us and shared his thoughts with us on this 

evening. We obtained his support in principle for the 

‗economic boycott‘ with the support of Unions, similar to 

the European Commission for GSP+. We also thanked 

him for his support in the past by raising our Tamil issues 

several times in the Australian Parliament. He asked us to 

have more of ‗awareness campaign‘ like that of ‗Sydney to 

Canberra marathon‘ by two Tamil youth organised last year. 

 

12th August - Human Rights and Federal Legislation 

Forum at QLD Parliament House 

 

We participated in the Amnesty International Australia 

Youth Activism Network, Queensland and Northern NSW 

Branch, and The University of Queensland Amnesty Inter-

national Society with the support of Australian Lawyers for 

Human Rights QLD branch present a discussion: 

Human Rights and Federal Legislation 

Speakers and panellists were from QUT, The University of 

Queensland, Griffith University and Legal Practitioners. 

 

20th August – “Remember the Tampa” 

A protest rally at Brisbane square was organised by RAC 
with ATC participation. The rally is on the evening before 
Election Day. It also marked the 9th anniversary of the 
Tampa incident and the dirty election campaign that ensued 
in 2001.  
 
Speakers include: Chaman Shah Nasiri (Afghan refugee & 
former Nauru detainee), Fr Pan Jordan (community leader 
of Tamil refugees), Sam Watson (Aboriginal leader) and 
Andrew Bartlett (refugee advocate and Greens candidate). 
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Queensland Chapter Report-Cont.. 

21st August – Election Day „how to vote‟ 

 

Many ATC volunteers participated in their respective elec-

torate to extend their support to their candidates and follow 

up functions e.g Lilley, Dickson, Ryan, Brisbane, Bonner, 

Griffith, Moreton and Oxley. 

 

Mentoring Program – Project In progress 

 

The Community Mentoring Program links mentors who are 

volunteers from our community, with Brisbane domiciled 

young Tamil youth who arrived via Christmas Island or Na-

uru from our homeland. The focus is on supporting these 

young people to successfully negotiate their new life in Aus-

tralia.  There is a critical need for guidance for further educa-

tion, training and employment that will enable the new arri-

vals to integrate with the wider Australian community and to 

avoid socio-economic issues arising from detachment from 

main stream community that we have seen in Canada and 

elsewhere. 

 

All mentors receive on-going support facilitated by the ATC 

Queensland Chapter. 

 

 

 

Victorian Chapter Report 

Political team in Victoria worked closely with nine 

candidates from all major parties providing volunteers 

during the campaign. 

Victorian Chapter likes to thank the members who 

volunteered and devoted their time for the campaign 

work. Political team also supported Tamils for Greens 

hosting an event for the green candidates. 

 

ACT Chapter report 

ACT's election activities in August 2010 

  

A few volunteers in the ACT supported Liberal Sena-

tor Gary Humphries 

on election day. Gary is a frequent VIP guest at Tamil 

functions and has expressed his concerns for our 

breathern leading up to and post May 09.  

 

We are pleased with Gary's victory at the elections 

and look forwad to working closer with him. 

  

ACT also provided support to Ms Lin Hatfield 

Dodds, a Greens Senate 

candidate, who has been seen to be a strong human 

rights advocate, 

especially with asylum seeker issues. Unfortunately 

Lin was not 

successul, however, we will maintain close ties with 

her with future opportunities in mind. 
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Western Australian Chapter Report 

WA ATC political team thank the ATC members who tire-
lessly helped with the campaigning efforts. Without the hard 
work and support of members the achievements to take our 
plight to the politicians at this critical time would not have 
been possible. 
 

Meeting with Prime Minister 

ATC members met with Prime Minister Hon Julia Gillard at 

an event hosted by an ATC member. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting with Dr Dennis Jensen, MP-Liberal Party 

WA ATC representatives met with Dr Jensen to thank him 

for his support to the Tamil Community and ATC and of-

fered support for his campaign. 

ATC representatives helped manning the booths and other 

support to Dr Jensen‘s campaign. 

 

Meeting with Hon Stephen Smith-Minister for Foreign 

Affairs and Trade and Hon Chris Evans-Minister for 

Immigration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATC representatives were invited for the launch of the Swann 

campaign which gave a good opportunity to meet Foreign Min-

ister Hon Stephen Smith, Immigration Minister Hon Chris Ev-

ans and Mr Glen Sterle-ALP Senator. 

 

Meeting with Ms Melisa Parke, MP 

WA political team met with Ms Melisa Parke, MP to offer the 

support from the Tamil Community in her electorate and to 

thank her for her support in raising awareness to issues con-

cerning Tamils in Australia in the Parliament. 

 

Support to Tamils for Green 

ATC WA chapter offered their support to the Green‘s candi-

date Ms Brami Jegan in NSW. 

 

Other meetings 

ATC representatives lobbied and worked closely with five can-
didates who have been sympathetic to issues concerning the 
Australian Tamil community raising donations and offering 
volunteers during their campaign. 
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New South Wales Chapter Report 

NSW Political Team would like to thank our members 
for coming forward and volunteering their time to 
assist with our the election activities. Due to the self-
less hard work and support from our ATC volunteers 
we believe we were able to effectively lobby our par-
liamentary representatives. Through this we hope the 
concerns of the Australian Tamils will be better repre-
sented in our Parliament over the following years. 

  
Meeting with Prime Minister Julia Gillard - 13th 
August 2010  
 
The ATC Women‘s Advocacy Team representative 
was invited to breakfast with Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard. This was a great opportunity to have a brief 
meeting with Prime Minister Gillard and discuss is-
sues that were the most important to the Tamil com-
munity during this election campaign. The ATC policy 
document was personally handed over to Prime Min-
ister Gillard. The event was also attended by the all 
Western Sydney ALP candidates. The ATC Women's 
Advocacy Team representative was able to discuss our 
issues with them.  
  
Meeting with Liberal Party candidate for Ben-
nelong, Mr John Alexander - 13th August 2010 
 
Attended by a representative from ATC Women's 
Advocacy Team, an Australian Tamil constituent from 
Bennelong and a non-Tamil member of the Australian 
community.  
  
Meeting with ALP candidate for Chifley, Mr Ed 
Husic - 14th August 2010 
Attended by a representative from ATC Women's 
Advocacy Team in unity with other Tamil representa-

tives and constituents from the electorate.   
  
Greens candidate, Lee Rhiannon  
ATC political team members supported Ms Rhiannon's 
candidacy by attending her forums, meeting with her and 
reciprocating her the support for us.  
  
Minister Greg Combet 
An ATC political team member worked closely with Minis-
ter Greg Combet during the election campaign. Brief dis-
cussions were also held with Ministers Antonny Albanese 
and Kate Ellis during the campaign process. 
  
In NSW, our amazing volunteers dedicated over 200 man 

hours to do campaign work. NSW ATC representatives 

lobbied and worked closely with 15 candidates who have 

been sympathetic to issues concerning the Australian Tamil 

community. We are proud to announce that every single 

one of them has won in their election campaign! 

 

ATC Women‟s Advocacy Team with PM Julia Gillard 

Supreme Court in NZ decides LTTE a political organisation in refugee case 

Courtesy-Tamilnet 

The Supreme Court of New Zealand Friday dis-

missed the appeal of the government seeking rejec-

tion of the refugee status of an Eezham Tamil who 

was captaining a ship carrying arms to the LTTE. 

The court in its judgement said: ―At all relevant times 

the Tamil Tigers was an organisation having the goals 

of self-determination for Tamils and securing an in-

dependent Tamil state in northeast Sri Lanka. The 

principal objective was to induce the government of 

Sri Lanka to concede such political change. These 

characteristics made the Tamil Tigers a political organisa-

tion notwithstanding its use, at times, of proscribed meth-

ods of advancing its cause. That much is not in dispute‖. 

―The appeal is dismissed. The respondent‘s application for 

recognition of refugee status is remitted to the Refugee Sta-

tus Appeals Authority for consideration in accordance with 

the Court of Appeal‘s order. Costs are reserved and counsel 

may submit memoranda if necessary,‖ said the judgment of 

the court Friday.    

More 
For full text of the judgment and reasons click More 

http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/TamilJustice/~3/GndYjD9R2oA/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=32503
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=32503
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The Scope of  Canadian Conscience –by Roy Ratnavel 

As my flight descended into Charleston, South Carolina, 
I could see Fort Sumter in the horizon through my sun-
ny window of the aged United Airlines CRJ aircraft. 
Fort Sumter is best known as the site upon which the 
first shots initiated the American Civil War — subse-
quently bringing on unimaginable suffering of the peo-
ple during and after that gruesome period in American 
history.  
 
This inspired me to write about the people I left behind 
almost 22 years ago and their unimaginable, still ongoing 
suffering due to the longest civil war in Asian history. 
Leading up to the finale of Sri Lankan Civil War, many 
military strategists, politicians and terror experts in the 
West have either failed to recognize the deeper issues in 
Sri Lanka or they have deliberately applied a methodolo-
gy to cause one of the greatest humanitarian tragedies of 
the century.  
 
The murder of many thousands of Tamils last year by 
the Sri Lankan government is one more proof of lack of 
common sense of Western countries intervention in Sri 
Lanka. The listing of the Tigers, and not condemning 
the atrocities of Sri Lanka on Tamils severed to only 
strengthen Sri Lanka's 'racial' tendencies, fanaticism and 
sheer brutality. 
 
We are now witnessing the outcome of such one-sided 
Western meddling with Tamil freedom struggle. Proud 
people of 2000 year old rich culture of Indus Valley are 
now risking the high seas and their lives, including the 
lives of many orphans, begging for another chance at 
life, and all we Canadians can say is, ―send them back.‖ 
Ironically, we call ourselves a nation of 'civilized' people. 
One has to question if the mankind has already lost it‘s 
sanity. 
 
Today, Sri Lanka is a ‗Democratic‘ dictatorship run by a 
tiny elite family of thugs that suppresses the Tamil mi-
nority and denies past violence against Tamil civilians. 
But as always there are few noisiest cranks and sympa-
thizers of Sri Lankan terror apparatus with clockwork 
prediction ready to suggest that the persecution of Tam-
ils is a myth propagated by Tamil extremists. We know 
the kind of people who deny the Holocaust. What inter-
est anyone has in denying the suffering of Tamils re-
mains to be discovered. 
 
I would like to recommend to those who are in denial to 
pick up a copy of a recent U.S. State Department report 
which highlights well-documented atrocities committed 
by Sri Lanka last year alone. Despite their sophomoric 
denials, the systematic abuses by Sri Lankan government 
forces are among the most serious imaginable. Finally, 

this year UN has ordered a war crime investigation on Sri 
Lanka.  
 
Canadian officials too should stop making pedestrian, bor-
ingly predictable utterances on public forums. Public Safety 
Minister Vic Toews said, passengers paid up to $50,000 for 
a spot on the Sun Sea. If this sum is accurate, it suggests 
these people were desperate enough to spend what 
amounts to a small fortune to escape their homeland. I 
think Canada should take their desperation seriously.  
 
Lament of Toews that ―terrorist planning and financing‖ 
behind this voyage is extremely prejudicial to these individ-
uals and to the Tamil community. If I were fleeing persecu-
tion, I‘d be grateful to any and all who facilitated my es-
cape. The Tamil boat-people should not be tainted by a 
blanket presumption of guilt.  
 
Right now Tamils are sort of isolated, being demonized and 
the sense is growing in Canada that anything associated 
with Tamils is somehow alien, foreign and aggressive. And 
that is very dangerous line of thinking. Minister Toews irre-
sponsible comments only helps to fan this illicit flame of 
anger. 
 
Even the possibility that the Canadian government may be 
considering a deal to share intelligence with the Sri Lankan 
government is reprehensible. Few years back Sri Lanka was 
voted out of UN Human Rights Council. Sri Lankan gov-
ernment even said our parliamentarian Bob Rae and the 
Swedish Foreign Minister are a threat to Sri Lanka‘s nation-
al security. Given such lack of credibility and idiocy, relying 
on Sri Lankan authorities for background checks on Tamil 
refugees who have arrived on our shores makes as much as 
sense as asking Colonel Sanders, ―What's for dinner? 
 
Tamils arrival in Canada started in earnest 27 years ago in 
1983 after the Sri Lankan government orchestrated horren-
dous race riot in July of that year. The mass exodus acceler-
ated in the last decade of last century resulting in the largest 
Sri Lankan Tamil population outside of Sri Lanka. Since 
then, collectively Tamil lives were ‗rewired‘ in this great 
land, and all around the free world outside the borders of 
Sri Lanka.  
 
Prior to this, Tamils world consisted of the notion that 
populace mattered little. It is a world associated with state 
aggression and brutality. Tamils were exposed to death and 
destruction and witnessed many atrocities, engulfing us in 
general malaise. They are from a country where weapons 
dominated, and the slaughter of innocents was a form of 
development aid for the government. 
In the Canadian environment of political freedom and free-
dom of choice, the process of enantiodromia began in one 
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The Scope of  Canadian Conscience –Cont 

In the Canadian environment of political freedom and free-
dom of choice, the process of enantiodromia began in one 
form or another. Tamils gradual transformation began from an 
unfairly organized, flawed democratic system into a liberal 
Democracy where one has the freedom to attempt to shape 
their own life. Tamils gained the opportunity of knowing and 
choosing between different forms of life — and, have now 
established a mounting presence in multiple facets of Canadian 
life: business, academic, political and social. 

 

While the past may not repeat itself, it does often rhyme, as 
Mark Twain once said. Tamils‘ future chapters to come may be 
different, but the verses are likely to sound the same. Contem-
porary events differ from history in that we do not know the 
results they will produce. Looking back, we can assess the sig-
nificance of our past experiences, situations, hardships we 
faced and trace the consequences they have brought in our 
adopted country. While history runs its course, it is not history 
to us — rather, it‘s our collective experience. 

 

Tamils have worked their own salvation, their survival, in a 
long series of acts, conditions and judgments. Now Tamils 
who live outside of Sri Lanka have purpose. This purpose is a 
big part of Tamil survival. Hereto between life and death, these 
492 souls arrived on our shores — chose life. Chose Canada.  

 

Dangerous game of guilt by association could be played with 
almost anybody with a card and a highlighter. This whole thing 
has gotten to a panic mode. In our panic, us Canadians lost 
sight of something very important. If only someone could step 
up and cut through all this political posturing, grandstanding 
and fear-mongering and remind us what Canada is all about — 
a ‗civilized‘ nation.  

 

Rather than creating a smokescreen with bitter rhetoric about 
terrorism, Canada‘s priority must be to expedite due  

process of each refugee claim to determine if they are legitimate 
refugees. Similar accusations were made last year as well when 
Ocean Lady came to our shores with 76 Tamil men and it turned 
out to be unprovable. Canada must stop this predictable pattern 
of reaction because such entry doesn‘t need villains. Hate is divid-
ing us, and this hate is then harvested and sold as news.  

 

If Tamils victimized in this conflict and fearing further persecu-
tion put their lives in the hands of smugglers, they are only doing 
what so many refugees before them have been forced to do. As 
an island nation, there is no way out of Sri Lanka but by air or 
sea. Anyone who says that ‗these people‘ should have applied for 
entry to Canada through ‗the proper channels‘ certainly haven‘t 
paid attention to the news emerging from Sri Lanka.  

 

Canada has an obligation under our law to take refugee claims 
seriously and give them due process. What is not sure is if Cana-
dian government will send them all back to appease the masses to 
gain political mileage — which will be unfortunate. What is for 
sure is if Canada sends them back without hearing their stories, 
then we Canadians have no right to claim that we are a ‗civilized 
nation.‘ 

 

As I leave, I wonder if Sri Lanka could ever become like South 
Carolina after the civil war — devoid of state orchestrated killings 
but full of economic hope, peace and prosperity.  And, how long 
would that take? Until then, Tamil boats will be roaming the 
friendly waters. Fort Sumter appeared through my window yet 
again, as I ascended towards the cloudy sky.  

 

roy_ratnavel@hotmail.com 

South Carolina, Friday, August 27, 2010 

 

ATC Membership Renewal– New payment methods  

Dear valued members, 

We have taken your valuable feedback and made paying membership subscription and making donations simpler 

and faster. We have introduced new payment methods. Please visit our website 

www..australiantamilcongress..com-membership for the complete list of payment options. 

 : BPAY  
Biller code126870 

Direct EFT Trans-

fer to ATC‟s Ac-

ATC‘s strength is it‘s members. Your continued support and engagement with our activities will help ATC be-

come a powerful unified voice.  

You will be advised when your membership is due for renewal. If you were one of the proud members who 

joint us at our inauguration, your membership will be due in August. Please call us on 1300 660 629 or email –

info@australiantamilcongress.com to find out more information. 

mailto:roy_ratnavel@hotmail.com
http://www.bpay.com.au/


In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 

community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles and feedback to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

Postal Address: 

P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: 1300 660 629  

Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

―Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace‖                            

Mission 

―The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ‖                            

Objective 

―As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 

change through ‗Collective Global Tamil‘ action to institute and educate people on Tamils‘ right 

to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 

Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-

tions. ‖ 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 

mailto:newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com

